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WHERE THEY FOUGHT

Airborne Roster of Glory

11th Airborne Division, Jan 45, Leyte, P. |, Boat landing—fighting inland, one battery Prcht
FA dropped; 1 Feb 45, Nasugbu, Luzon, Amphibious assault, establish beach head to
attack north to Manila. Division—511 CT; 3 Feb 45, *Tagaytay, Luzon 511 CT
enters Nasugbu operation; 3 Feb 45, *Los Barnos Camp, Luzon, Co. B 511 by air—other
units by land and water stage successful raid on Japan prison camp, liberate 2146 American
civilian internees; 25 Jun 45, Aparri, Luzon, Reenforce CT parachutists & gliders cut
off escape route of Jap Army,

17th Airborne Division, Jan-Feb 45, Belgian Bulge, Assists in relief of pressure on 101st in
Bastogne area; 24 Mar 45, *Rhine Crossing, Start of push across Germany,

82nd Airborne Division, 9-10 Jul 43, *Sicily, First large scale night operation by parachute
+ units; 14 Sep 43, **Salerno, ltaly, Parachute units jump-glider troops amphibious landed

to reinforce beach head; 5-6 Jun 44, *Normandy, France, Massed air assault to secure
strategic points inland from D-day beaches; 17 Sep 44, *Nijmegen, Holland, Seize and
hold bridges across Maas & Waal rivers; Dec-Feb 45, Belgian Bulge, Ardennes campaign;
Apr-May 45, Elbe-Bleckede, Assault across Elbe river — contacted Russian troops at
Grabow.

101st Airborne Division, 5-6 Jun 44, *Normandy, Siezed Causeways and disrupted German
communications & supply; 17 Sep 44, *Eindhoven, Holland, Seized strategic highway &
railway bridges & city of Eindhoven, Dec-Feb 45, Bastogne, Bore brunt of Belgian
Bulge; Mar-Apr 45, Alsace—Ruhr, Holding action in mop ups; Apr 45, Berchtesgaden,
Roundup of enemy pockets & wnporianr PW's,

501st PIR, Atchd 101st Division throughout war.

502nd PIR, Asgd 101st Division throughout war.

503rd PIR, 5 Sep 43, *Lee, Salamaua, Cut off escape route of 20,000 Japs; 3 Jul 44, *Naem—
for Island, Captured main Airdrome; 16 Sep 44, *Corregidor, P. |., Hit pinpoint DZ to
capture enemy from rear; Apr 45, Negros Island, 67 days ground fighting.

504th PIR, Asgd 82nd through Sicily & Salerno—then spent period Oct 43-Apr 44 in bitter
ground fighting around Venafro and Anzio—asgd 82nd from Holland on.

505th PIR, Asgd 82nd throughout all 82nd action—took part in ground action in ltaly under
British X Corps—Volturno.

506th PIR, Atchd and/or asgd 101st throughout war.
507th PIR, Atchd 82nd Normandy—~Asgd 17th Ardennes & Rhine Crossing.
508th PIR, Atchd 82nd from Normandy throughout war.

509th Prcht Bn, 8 Nov 42, *Oran, NA, First combat action of American Parachute troops,
15 Nov 42, “Youksles Bains, NA, To contact French troops and attack Gafsa, Tunisia;
21 Nov 42, ‘Faid Pass Tunisia, Demolition & Action; Sep 43, *Island of Ischia, Radlomen
& Pathfinders capture enemy garrison & radar units; 14 Sep 43, *Avellino, Italy,
Attack 25 miles behind enemy lines; 22 Jan 44, Anzio, ltaly, Reenforce beach head
(22 Jan 44.1 Apr 44); Dec 44-Jan 45, Belgian Bulge.

311th PIR, Asgd 11th throughout war.
513th PIR, Asgd 17th from Mar 43,
515th PIR, Asgd 13th Abn Div.

517th PIR, Ground Combat in Italy 27 May to 14 Aug. Parachuted into Southern France
15 August with 1st Abn. Task Force commanded by General Fredericks. With 509th Bn.,
551st Bn. and British. Continued ground Combat in Ardennes Campaign, “‘Battle of
the Bulge’” from mid December 1944 to mid February 1945.

Ist Airborne Task Force, 15 Aug 44, *Southern France, Assault to clear French ports on
Mediterranean coast.

187th AIR, 20 Oct 1950 *P'yongyang, Korea, cut off escape route of North Korean troops
and to liberate Allied prisoners of War.

187th AIR {(with 2nd and 4th Ranger Companies attached) 23 Mar 1951, Munsan in Korea
Cut main supply route north of Seoul and moved east to engage Chinese near Uijongbu.

*Denctes Airborne Assault into enemy held territory.
**Denctes Airborne Assault into friendly held territary to reinforce front line units.
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THE AIRBORNE COURSE

Although the mission of the ground force soldier, ''to
close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver in
order to destroy or capture him or to repel his assault by
" fire, close combat and counterattack,” has remained the
same down through the years, his method of entry into
combat has undergone radical changes.

Today, by the use of air transport, we can overcome the
obstacles of time and space to set the American soldier
down where he can close with that enemy with the maxi-
mum surprise and the minimum delay.

Fort Benning, Georgia, can truly be called the “Cradle
of American Airborne.” The first test unit, composed of
forty-eight (48) enlisted and two (2) officer volunteers, was
formed at this post in June of 1940 and made their first
jump in August of that year. There have been well over
1,000,000 student parachute jumps made here at Fort
Benning, to date.

Up until January 1946 the training was aimed at para-
chute qualification but since that date, the student is
given the training necessary for him to enter combat by the
use of the powered aircraft or the parachute. These men
are still infantrymen, artillerymen, or members of the sup-
porting services who merely are utilizing a new means of
transpartation.

The question has often been asked: ““Just what does an
individual have to do to qualify as a parachutist, or what
does the Airborne Course consist of and how is it con-
ducted?”




Eirst, all officers and enlisted men are voluateers and
have passed a physical examination and prior to attending
the Course, have met the physical fitness prerequisites speci-
fied in AR 611-7. All enlisted men must ‘have completed
at least (6) weeks of basic training.

The course consists of three (3) weeks of intensive in-
struction in technical training in parachutists. All non-
commisioned officers and officers receive one additional
week of instruction. The subject of this additional week
pertains to the many aspects of air movement training.

Discipline is enforced throughout the course. For failure
to comply with instructors, failure to pay attention in class,
or other breaches of good soldierly conduct, students may
be given a maximum of ten (10) pushups at any one ftime,
not as harassment to the student but as a measure to incite
2 brisk alertness of mind and body and at the same time
continue to build up the student’s body physically for
further airborne training. Students readily accept this dis-
cipline when given properly.

Officers take the same course and are assigned to the
same company as are the enlisted men. They, too, become
students like the enlisted men and work side by side in
all types and phases of instruction. Their rank of officers
is respected, yet all ranks are co-equal as students.




Typical of a student’s training is described by -
as he took the Airborne Course. Student’s name

After arrival from =5 | was assigned to a training
(Previous Station)

Company for processing and orientation prior to starting my training, The company was my home during the time |
attended the Airborne Course, P

There were several hundred others, including officers, start-
ing this course with me. Early Monday morning we started our
first week of training. The Airborne training is conducted by the
Basic Airborne Committee of the Airborne-Air Mobility Depart-
ment, During the first period | attended, the Airborne-Air Mobility
Department Director told us how the course would be conducted
and what the instructors expected of us students. | was soon ta
learn that during the first week of instruction that approximately
95 per cent of the instruction is given by the enlisted instructors
and that approximately 90 per cent is practical work, meaning,
"I work and the instructors watch and correct me until | do per-
form satisfactoriiy.”” The training technique used is the modified
“County Fair' system, modified in that the instructors were as-
signed to each of our platoons and not to stations or apparatus.

I was told there are two (2) training objectives during this
first week. First, the teaching of four of the five basic jump
techniques, and second, physical training.

After the first day of my basic parachute training | was told
to learn the nine (9) jump commands and the actions that go
with those commands, These are the commands that a jump
master gives a parachutist to exit him from an aircraft in flight.
This technique is taught from a Mockup of a C-119 or a C-130
aircraft. | was faught the commands ‘‘get ready,” "outboard
personnel stand-up,” "inboard personnel stand-up,” ‘‘hook up,”’
“check static lines,” “'check equipment,” ""sound off for equip-
ment check,” “stand in the door.”” From my position in the door
of the mockup, | was given the final command to ““Ge.”’ | then
jumped up and out of the door, dropping approximately three (3)
feet to a sawdust pit. My NCO instructor graded me on my per-
formance on each of the commands, if | did not do just right 1
had to go back and correct m.y'mista.kes.
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THE MONOTONY OF CONTINUOUS AND STRENUOUS PHYSICAL
CONDITIONING 1S BROKEN BY OCCASIONAL LEISURELY
STROLLS THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE.
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'GEE, THIS MOCK TOWER IS CUTE.
ONLY 34 FEET. ..
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The second technique | learned was from a 34-foot mock
tower, by using the last two (2) commands | was taught
in the mock door, which were 'Stand in the door’” and
"GO." The only difference in the mock door and the mock
tower is that they raised the mock door 34 feet in the air
and call it a mock tower. Of course | did not jump out
into a savdust pit, but the process was quite similar and
simple, | got into harness, was checked, and climbed up
a stairs tc the top level of the 34-foot tower. The instructor
and | attached my risers, a part of my harness, to a trolley
on a cable, | stood in the door, sounded off my Tower num-
ber, and on a tap on the leg from my instructor | jumped
up and out like | was taught in the mock door. | slid down
the cable on the trolley to a sawdust mound, where |
was unhooked, then | double timed back to the base of the
tower to receive a grad,e on my jump from an instructor.
| was told exactly what | did wrong and how to correct it.
Several members of my class were eliminated from further
training because of this tower. These students either re-
fused to jump or “froze' in the door and could not jump.
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The third technique | was taught, is the control of the
parachute #fter landing. | was told how to deflate my
chute to keep from being drug on the ground. | learned
two (2] methods. One was called the "'Quick Recovery”
Method, the other, the use of the canopy release devices.
The first method is to regain your feet as quickly as possible
atter landing and run into and around the parachute, thus
collapsing my chute and the second method was for me to
turn on my back and release the canopy from my harness
by using the canopy release device,

The End of Line—On the Mound




The last technique | was taught is landing. Here | had
to jump off a 2-foot platform to simulate a parachute
landing fall. | was told how to bend my body like a rocker
on a rocking chair, rotate the upper portion of my body

away from the fall and distribute the impact of landing
over the five (5) points of contact: balls of feet, calf, thigh,
buttocks, and “‘pushup muscles,’” which is the large muscle
covering the shoulder blade.




Next came the second objective "physical training.”
Believe me the entire course is physical training. It's
either "'leaning rest position move, or double time.”” How-
ever, it was for our own good. In addition, | had to do
knee benders, sit-ups, pull-ups, and various other body
bends and twists,

Having performed satisfactorily on all the training ap-
paratus during this week of training | was now ready for
the next week,

===




SECOND
WEEK OF TRAINING

I soon learmed that the physical training objective was
continuous. The instructors called the process “building
us up,’”’ at the time | didn't think so, however, it put me
in good physical shape for the last week of training.

During this week of training | learned to jump without
individual command in a four (4] man stick from either
door of the 34-foot tower. A different training device
called the "'suspended harness,” was taught on which |
learned to control the parachute during descent, how to slip
and to turn in the air.

The Swing Landing Trainer taught how to make a para-
chute landing fall in such a way that we could fall n
any direction. This new training aid was very effective in
keeping us alert and ready for the PLF in any direction.
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Suspended Agony

Good PLF’s are
a Must to
Avoid Injury




COLONEL "BILL” WELCH

Director
Airborne Department

A PARACHUTIST'S CREED

I volunteered as a Parachutist. Jullv realizing the hazards of my
chosen service—and by mv thoughts and by my actions will al-
ways uphold the prestige. honor and high esprit-de-corps of the
only volunteer branch of the Army.

I realize that a Parachutist is not merely a soldier who arrives by
parachute to fight, but is an elite shocktrooper and that his coun-
try expects him to march farther and faster, to fight harder. to be
more self-reliant and to soldier better than any other soldier. Par-
achutists of all allied armies belong to this great brotherknod,

I shall never fail my fellow comrades by shirking any duty or
training, but will alivays keep myself mentally and physically fit
and shoulder my full share of the task, whatever it may be,

1 shall aliways accord my superiors fullest loyalty and I will always
bear in mind the sacred trust I have in the lives of the men I will
lead into battle.

1 shall show other soldiers by my military courtesy to my superior
officers and non-commissined officers, by my neatness of dress,
by my care of my weapons and equipment that I am a picked and
well trained soldier. :

i

LT. COL. ERNEST J. CHERNEY

Battalion Commander
4th Student Battalion
The Student Brigade

! shall endeavor always by my soldierly appearance. military
bearing and behavior, to reflect the high standards of training
and morale of parachute troops.

1 shall respect the abilities of my enemies, I will fight fairly and
with all my might. Surrender is not in my ereed.

1 shall display a higher degree of initiative than is required of the
other troops and will fight on to my objective and mission. though
I be the lone survivor.

I shall prove my ability as a fighting man against the enemy on
the field of battle, not by quarreling with my comrades in arms
or by bragging about my deeds, thus needlessly arousing Jealousy
and resentment against parachute troops.

1 shall always realize that battles are won by an army fighting as
a team, that I fight and blaze the path into battle for others to
follow and to carry the battle on.

I belong to the finest fighting unit in the Ariny. By my appear-
ance, actions, and battlefield deeds alone. I speak for my fighting
ability. I will strive to uphold the honor and prestige of my outfit
making my eountry proud of me and of the unit to which I belong.
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CAPTAIN JOHN J. MANOLAKIS | IST LT. WILLIAM S. HUFF, II
Company Commander Executive Officer
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E6 TREADWELL McCALLISTER
sr. TAC NCO

SGT E5 THOMAS |. GARNER SGT E5 JOHN GENTRY, JR. SGT E5 FRANK R. REYNOLDS SP4 LLOYD SCOTT SP4 DERYL H. WILLIS
TAC NCO TAC NCO TAC NCO Mail Cleek Supply Rep.

NOT PICTURED

E7 ROBERT K. BUSCH E5 JIM L. JACKSON
Operations NCO TAC NCO
SGT E5 WILBERT GARNER
TAC NCO

E7 GORDON MAULDIN '
SR, TAC NCO
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PSG E7 DONALD W. LARIMORE E7 JESSE JOHNSON E6 MICKEY WEBB E5 DONALD PARKER
SR. TAC NCO Operations NCO TAC NCO TAC NCO






























